Approved Minutes
Springfield Trails and Rural Economy committee meeting
October 2, 2025

Call to Order: Present: Barbara Schultz, John Bond, Bettina McCrady, Susan White and
Catherine Gellatly. Absent: Chuck Gregory

Approval of the previous minutes: Bettina moved and 2nd by John. Minutes were approved
unanimously.

Additions to the agenda: Bettina suggested collaboration with the Army Corps of Engineers be
part of the town report discussion.

Public Comments or Announcements: Jim Kraft in attendance.

Discussion of changing the regular meeting date: A new regular meeting time was set as the
FIRST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH at 5:30pm. Upcoming meetings will be November 4th,
December 2nd and January 6th

Recreation Trails Program and MARC grant opportunities: Barbara provided a quick update
on municipal planning grant; she doesn’t think it is appropriate for a possible river access
project. Recreational Trails Program may be available this fall, VOREC no sooner than summer
2026. Tree grants which could fund replacing trees on the Toonerville trail have not been
announced. Catherine mentioned the recent formation of a local rowing club, which could join
on a grant, if appropriate. Discussed what lands along the river is owned by Great River Hydro.

Updates:

Clinton Street Kiosk chain link fence: The Selectboard determined that the chain link fences with
organization signs should be removed. It was also mentioned that the Eureka school house kiosk
is in pretty bad shape. If the town is going to update or replace the signs, we might want to offer
trail information. John will talk to Mike Schmidt about this.

Signs for the Muckross/Hartness park connector trail: John has talked with Chief Burnham. The
police department will do the opening and closing of the gate at Hartness Park’s water tower as
they can; but when they get busy and are understaffed, it might be inconsistent. We still plan to
post two signs about parking, one on the gate and one on the trail head. Bettina will check with
the town public works to see who makes their signs. Brian Renfro told Barbara the signs for the
connector trail have been ordered! They will go up next spring. There may be an opportunity to
collaborate with the campground if grant funds are available to improve the muddy trails.

Trail Webpage edits/All Trails listing: Catherine is working on revising and updating the trails
section on the town website. She will have suggestions for us to review next meeting. Catherine
would welcome any photos that we have from local trails. Barbara will send a link to our
committee Google Drive where we can add our photos.



Decommissioning the FB page. Barbara can pause it, with a message which will refer people to
the Parks & Rec page.

Toonerville Trail ash tree removal: A lot of ash trees to be removed! Will be a big project and
should be done by professionals, it was determined. Hopefully the town will fund this. Barbara
has contacted Jeff Mobus, John Bond, and the VT fisheries biologist re the river buffer.

Toonerville Trail extension Bettina spoke with Bob Flint. It is a couple of years away.

Annual Report Barbara brought a draft and the committee reviewed Challenges and
Recommendations/Future Plans. Edits were suggested and provided to Barbara.

E-bike use on Toonerville Trail Jim, public member, looked into what other trails do, whether
they regulate or not. Bettina will investigate what other trails are doing in Vermont.

Springfield Walks format and posting Catherine has done some great editing and write ups for
online posting. Discussed having QR codes as well as some printed maps/descriptions.

Improvements to Hartness Park trail marking and wayfinding signs: The blazes could be
repainted, they are fading a little. Also a few intersections would benefit from more easily

1dentified blazes closer to the intersection. Bettina will contact Parks and Rec.

Next Meeting Date and Agenda: the 1st Tuesday of each month. TUESDAY November 4th
5:30pm. Future meetings will be on December 2nd and January 6th.

Meeting adjourned at 7:10pm.

Respectfully submitted by Susan White, secretary pro tem



