
Town of Springfield - Board of Abatement 

Selectboard’s Hall - 96 Main Street - Third Floor 

Thursday, July 31, 2025 at 5:40 p.m. Minutes 

Board of Civil Authority Members Present: 

Ernest Lamphere 

Thornton Cody 

Alice Emmons 

Warren Cross 

Asa “Bill” Baptie Jr 

Randy Gray 

Julie Buffum 

Jim Fog 

Scott Farr 

Stephen Matush 

Judy Stern 

Lisa Young 

Michael Jasinski 

Michael Schmitt 

Kristi Morris 

Barbara Courchesne, Town Clerk 

 

Others: 

Carrie M Kellow, Assistant Town Clerk 

 

1. Call to Order 

After the quorum being met, the meeting of the Board of Abatement was called to order 

at 5:40 p.m. by Chairperson Ernest Lamphere.   

 

2. Swearing in of Board 

The Board was sworn in by Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne. 

3. Requests for Tax Abatement 

4. Swearing in of each Appellant and Witness 

Michel C Wagner – 59 White Street – Parcel 029/1/52 

The appellant, Michele C Wagner, was present via Zoom.  Barbara Courchesne 

confirmed that all board members and the appellant had the abatement request.  Barbara 

Courchesne distributed the town’s evidence to all board members.  Barbara Courchesne 

confirmed the abatement request under Reason 3 (24 V.S.A. § 1535(a)(3)), unable to pay, and 

read aloud Appellant’s statement. 

Michele C Wagner discussed the following key facts regarding her abatement request: 

1. She has been disabled since 2008 



2. She and her husband contracted COVID in 2020, which caused severe neurological 

issues 

3. Her husband is in the process of filing for disability 

4. She recently lost her mother-in-law in June and her brother-in-law in November 2023 

5. Money saved was spent on funeral services for these family members 

6. She is struggling financially and requested abatement for one tax quarter 

7. She is trying to pay her water bill and save for the next tax quarter 

8. She hopes her husband will soon receive disability benefits 

9. She is experiencing ongoing health issues related to long-term COVID 

10. She is currently working part-time and has been unable to work full-time due to 

medical appointments and health challenges 

Chairperson Lamphere advised the Appellant that the Board would enter deliberation, 

and a written decision would be issued within 30-days. 

5. Deliberation 

Chairperson Lamphere announced the Board entered the deliberative session. 

The following motions were made in deliberation: 

 

Michel C Wagner – 59 White Street – Parcel 029/1/52 

MOTION: Michael Jasinski motioned to grant the abatement under V.S.A. § 1535(a)(3).  

Jim Fog seconded. Motion passed. Scott Farr and Asa Baptie voted nay. 

 

6. Public Comment 

None. 

7. Adjournment 

Asa Baptie moved to adjourn; seconded by Jim Fog. No discussion. Motion passed.  

Meeting was adjourned at 6:03 p.m.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

 

Carrie M Kellow 

Assistant Town Clerk 

Chuck


