Springfield Town Library
Library Director’s Report
Submitted for discussion at April 9, 2025 meeting
Statistics for March 2025
Sue Dowdell

Building, Grants, Staff, and/or Sustainable Libraries Initiative
(Environmentally Sound, Socially Equitable & Economically Feasible):

e Building:
o Heat pump fan blades on order
s Grants:

o ALA “Thinking Money for Kids" grant — program activities on hold until YS Librarlan on board.
Have until September 2026 to finish

o ALA Libraries Transform Communities grant — Grant funds used by 3/31, report due 4/30/25,
Last whole group Lifelong Learning activity to take place on 4/15/25

o Welcomed Library Aide Opal Wright on 3/31/25
o Youth Services Librarian to hopefully start May 15
o Staff completing twelve 5-minute annual Safety Booster trainings

o Has been challenging to find time to document efforts — Library Director plans to focus on some
this month.

o Adult Services continues to support Project Action community groups

o New student volunteer for plastic recycling services in addition to Rotary Club member

Patron Services:

March programs
For Adults:
o 3 book clubs and two sessions of short story group
Tai Chi classes, sponsored by Senior Solutions
Sewing classes mostly completed. New session to start with volunteer instructors
Cricut classes — staff completing vinyl motivational sayings
Amelia Earhart — extremely well attended
First Tuesday event : Nicotine / Vape Education and Cessation
Underdog Film (funded by a Rapid Response Grant from VT Humanities)
Gather Book Discussion (VT Reads/\VVT Humanities)
Vaccine Clinic
Gnome Craft/Painting

All Ages:
» ASL group (2 sessions, now available via Zoom also}

Youth Services:
+ Two homeschool groups scheduling time in library: One weekly, other 2x a month
* Penny Pinchers Party (homeschool group)
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Current | Same Month Last | YTD this YTD last YTD
March 2025 Month Year Year year change
Visitors 2189 1978 15466 17612 -12.18%
Current Registered Patrons {compare month only) 1445 1324 X X 9.14%
Reference Questions 120 134 1055 773 36.48%
Tech Help 24 22 215 164 31.10%
Website Visits 2601 2135 19473 17352 12.22%
Computer Users 315 201 1983 1837 7.95%
Hours computers used 278.87 155.87 1593.32 1143.62 39.32%
WiFi Usage (sessions) 1780 1390 11823 8503 39.05%
Volunteer hours 51.75 84.75 463 410.75 12.72%
Circulation of physicalftraditional items 2095 2014 18635 20066 -7.09%
Circulation of nontraditicnal items 51 41 514 514 0.00%
Circulation eBooks, eAudio, eMovies 676 619 5860 5140 14.01%
Database Usage 760 783 2942 5150 -42.87%
ILL ltems Lent 657 683 4945 4630 6.80%
ILL Iterns Borrowed 587 649 4455 4401 1.23%
Programming events 36 32 343 . 269 27.51%
Total program/event participation 302 339 5217 3676 41.92%
Passive program interactions {puzzles, coloring,
Rocks, sfc) 59 55 796 483 64.80%
Electrical Usage {compare to average of last few
years) 8222 4953 49617 46281 7.21%
Average temperature (compare month only for
last 4 years) 36.5 30.9 X X X
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Proclamation in Response to Cuts to
Federal Library Services

We, the Trustees of the Springfield Town Library make this proclamation because the Springfield
Town Library and its patrons will be directly harmed if federal support for libraties is ended.

Whereas, the Vermont Department of Libraries provides the infrastructure for vital Springfield
Town Library operations such as interlibrary loan; and

Whereas, the Vermont Department of Libraries provides Springfield Town Library patrons with
access to valuable online resources such as databases, career development materials, test
preparation materials, e-books, and audiobooks; and

Whereas, the ABLE library run by the Vermont Department of Libraries provides people with
disabilities living in Springfield access to talking books, braille books, and large-print books and
magazines; and

Whereas, the Springfield Town Library relies on the Vermont Department of Libraries Certificate
of Public Librarianship program to frain and certify library staff; and

Whereas, the staff and trustees of the Springfield Town Library regularly turn to the Vermont
Department of Libraries for instruction and advice; and

Whereas, the Springfield Town Library regularly depends on the Vermont Department of
Libraries for access to grants for both routine and emergency funding; and

Whereas, federal grants administered by the Institute of Museum and Library Services comprise
roughly one-third of the Vermont Department of Libraries' budget; and

Whereas, the Institute of Museum and Library Services is the only federal agency serving the
nation’s 125,000 libraries, helping to provide services such as early literacy development,
grade-level reading programs, summer reading programs, high-speed internet access,
employment assistance for job seekers, braille and talking books for people with visual
impairments, homework and research resources for students and faculty, and small business
support; and

Whereas, libraries of all types translate the 0.003% of the federal budget that funds the Institute
of Museum and Library Services into programs and services used in more than 1.2 billion
in-person library visits, and many more virtual visits, every year; and



Whereas, on March 15, Congress passed and the President signed a continuing resolution
including funding for the Institute of Museum and Library Services through the fiscal year; and

Whereas, the Institute of Museum and Library Services is an independent federal agency
intended to be exempt from partisan interference due to the importance of libraries to
demaocracy; and

Whereas, on March 15, the President signed an executive order calling for the Institute of
Museum and Library Services to be dismantled; and

Whereas, on March 31, all activities of the Institute of Museum and Library Services ceased
when all staff were placed on administrative leave, leaving Vermont and other states unable to
apply for grants, access funds already granted but not yet disbursed, or access information
necessary for budgeting and planning; and

Whereas, patrons of the Springfield Town Library will be directly harmed if the Vermont
Department of Libraries is subsequently unable to continue to provide the funding and services
on which the library relies; and

Whereas, the American Library Association has called upon decision-makers at every level of
government to urge the White House to spare the modest federal funding for America’s libraries;
and

Whereas, the American Library Association has called upon all persons who value reading,
learning, and enrichment to do the same;

Therefore:

We add our voices to all of those calling for the immediate reinstatement of Institute of Museum
and Library Services staff so that this independent agency can continue to serve the nation’s
libraries and their patrons; and

We urge federal lawmakers to act with alacrity to preserve the independence and continued
existence of this vital agency, so that libraries across the land can continue to serve democracy
by ensuring free and equal access to information; and

We urge the Springfield Select Board to acknowledge and voice its appreciation for the
IMLS-funded Vermont Department of Libraries services to the Springfield Town Library; and

We encourage Springfield Town Library staff to make information about Institute of Museum and
Library Services from the Vermont Department of Libraries or the American Library Association
available to library patrons; and

We encourage our fellow library patrons to inform themselves about this situation and to share
their views with lawmakers at every level.



