
MINUTES – JANUARY 14, 2026   

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD - ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

DRAFT 

 
A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 

 

Present:  

Committee Members: Mike Martin, Walter Martone 

Former Zoning Admin: Chuck Wise via Zoom 

Town Attorney:  Steve Ankuda 

 

The meeting was called to order at 3:07 p.m. at Town Hall. A quorum was present.  

  

Note:  In accordance with VT State Open Meeting law effective 7/1/24, no electronic access or recordings are 

required for committees having only an “advisory” capacity. 

 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

 

Motion: Walter Martone moved to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2025 meeting. Seconded by Michael 

Martin. Motion passed.  

 

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  None 

  

D.  CITIZENS COMMENTS: 

 

A contingent of citizens, so called “Friends of Skitchewaug”, were in attendance.  Catherine Kratz did most of the 

speaking for the group.  They presented a “redlined” mark-up of Article IX – Extraction of Earth and Mineral 

Resources to the committee for review and inclusion into the proposed Land Use Ordinance under consideration. 

 

The group had previously presented this document to the Planning Commission, but no action was taken. 

 

Catherine also submitted a summary of similar extraction ordinance specifications of nearby Vermont towns.  The 

group expressed some frustrations with getting attention to this matter.  Chairman Martin explained the Ordinance 

Committee review process and promised a legal opinion and committee hearing of the proposal at a later date 

when that portion of the code is under review.  The group will be notified as to when this subject will be 

discussed. 

 

E.  CHAPTER 30 – LAND USE DEVELOPMENT REVISIONS: 

 

Chuck Wise explained that due to the broad rewrite and reformatting of the ordinance, a “redlined” mark-up of 

the current code was not possible.  The committee decided to do a detailed review of the proposed code section by 

section. 

 

Following is a brief summary of the pending actions. Note that these changes are not final and may be 

reconsidered when a “redlined” mark-up is prepared for final approval by the committee. 

 

P1 – Ordinance number will be 2026-0001 

P4 – Steve Ankuda will review the effective date of the ordinance after adoption to conform with either state law 

or existing town charter 

P4 – Definitions – wording changed to read “The following definitions apply to terms used in the ordinance, 

unless otherwise noted in specific sections.  All other words shall have ordinary, commonly accepted meanings.” 

P4 – Access: “A connecting driveway or private road providing entry onto or exit from a state or town highway.” 

P5 – Accessory Structure:  strike the word “detached” 



P6 – Discussion about exclusion of body shops from Automotive and Small Engine Repair definition.  It was 

discovered that there is no mention of body shops anywhere else in the code.  Tentatively agreed to add to Motor 

Vehicle Sales and/or repairs. 

P6 – Boundary Line Adjustment:  add the word “more” before “nonconforming lots.” at the end of the sentence. 

 

 

F. FUTURE ITEMS  

 

• Continue Revision of Chapter 30 – Land Use Development – beginning on Page 7 

 

The following items are in the queue for later action when ready: 

• Sign Ordinances - Resolve inconsistencies between Land Use and other town ordinances.  

• Revise Rates for Building and Zoning Permits 

 

G.  NEXT MEETING DATE:  Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 9:00 am 

 

H. ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn by Walter Martone and seconded by Mike Martin. Motion passed. The 

meeting ended at 5:19 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael Martin 


