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Minutes of the meeting of the  

SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT COMMISSION  
December 4, 2025 

Hartness State Airport Terminal Building 
5 p.m. 

 
PRESENT: Bruce Johnson (Chair), Paul Bladyka, Kurt Staudter, Steve Osterlund, Peter 
MacGillivray, Don Shattuck, Alasdair Crawford (Springfield Airport Commission-SAC); 
Mike Schmitt (Liaison Selectboard); Bob Flint (Springfield Regional Development Corp-
SRDC); 
REMOTE: Chris Beitzel, John Nummy (Vermont Agency of Transportation-VTrans), 
Larry Perry (NESA); 
 

1. Call to order 
Bruce Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. A quorum is present. 

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of October 23, 2025 
Kurt Staudter made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  
Alasdair Crawford seconded the motion. 
All in favor. 

3. Agenda Adjustments and Public Comments 
No agenda adjustments or public comments. 

4. Update from VTrans Agency 
a. Easements process updates and Beaver issues 
Chris Beitzel introduced John Nummy who has taken over the runway 
reconstruction project. John reported on the easement process. The survey has 
been completed on the “5” end of the runway. The survey on the “23” end 
should be completed in early January. The next phase will be the appraisal 
process. The previous appraisals are out-of-date and the new appraisals will 
take 6-8 months for the Gurney properties. In parallel, they are working on 
completing the design of the runway project and obstruction removal. They 
are proposing to the FAA a combination of both the design and runway 
projects. They are also continuing the process for wetland permits, 
construction and operational storm water permits, and Act 250. This should be 
in parallel with the 6-8 months of the appraisal process. By the late summer or 
fall of 2026 they should be ready to advertise the project to the FAA in the 
spring of 2027. In the fall of 2027, they should be able to start the tree 
removal process. In the spring of 2028, they should be able to start the runway 
reconstruction. Bob Flint asked about the three different Gurney properties. 
John said that all three properties have a single point of contact. They are 
ready to move on to the finer details such as defining the access to the trees, 
the location to stack the logs they would like to keep, etc. They are being 
cooperative. The Vanetti’s have indicated they are ready for the negotiation 
phase. VTrans has had trouble contacting one of the property owners. They 
will probably send a certified letter to the address found on the property 



records. John doesn’t believe this is a cause for concern because it is a 
relatively small easement. Because this land is undeveloped, it might be 
suitable for an “appraisal waiver” process instead of a full re-appraisal. 
 
Chris reported that they had trapped the beaver, removed the clog, and 
installed a cage structure on the culvert. They have recently removed $20,000 
worth of trees near the runway ends. They have also recently repaired the 
hangar roof for $80,000. Mike and the new temporary employee Pat, got their 
first test for snow removal in the past week. Everything went well. Springfield 
is well stocked up with supplies, equipment and chemicals for snow removal 
this winter. VTrans has received the EAA ACE Camp event application for 
July 27-31. Flying clubs around the state should be on the lookout for a 
request to review the language for the VTrans policy update. Paul Bladyka 
mentioned that he had spoken to one of the adjacent property owners on the 
“23” end. The owner is completely cooperative with whatever VTrans needs 
to do. Chris mentioned that the fuel tanks need to be tested every three years 
to confirm that the cathodic protection is still operating. This uses a small 
voltage to reduce the corrosion of the tank. The most recent test failed in an 
odd way on the jet fuel tank. This is measured by placing probes around the 
tank to detect the small voltage. Three tests above the top of the tank failed, 
but as the tests moved away from the tank in the direction of the runway, the 
results got better until they succeeded. This may be caused by the steel pipes 
that are connected to the tank. There may be a plastic bushing that’s missing 
on one of the pipes. Currently, this is not interfering with fuel operations. 
With the age of the fuel system, we need to start thinking about upgrading the 
entire system. It is possible that the FAA could help fund this, but because this 
is considered to be a revenue generating component, there will be some sort of 
penalty on the percentage they are willing to fund. Bruce mentioned that we 
currently have an underground tank. Chris confirmed that a replacement 
would probably be aboveground. VTrans has looked into a possible temporary 
skid tank in case the current tank gets “red tagged”. These options are very 
expensive and hopefully will not be required. 

5. Reports of Usages of the Facilities 
a. Report of FBO: Brian Shepa 

Brian was not present. 
b. Clubs and Organizations Operations 

Covered above. 
6. Old Business 

a. Updates 
Bruce said that the commemoration of the 100-year anniversary of the 
Lindbergh landing will have to be in 2027 because the reconstruction in 
2028 at the airport will interfere. We should start the planning now. Don 
Shattuck asked if the reproduction of the “Spirit of St. Louis” aircraft 
based out of “Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome” in Red Hook, NY would be 
available. Bruce is looking into that. Mike Schmitt mentioned that 8000 
people attended the recent Apple Festival. There were some traffic 



challenges, so the city is working with the police and fire departments to 
be able to better deal with this in the future. Don asked about a backup if 
the Rhinebeck plane is unavailable. Paul said he heard that there were 8 
replicas and 3 were in flying condition. Bruce will inform us after he gets 
information from Rhinebeck. 
There was a brief discussion about the future of the CAP (Civil Air Patrol) 
chapter based at the airport. Peter asked if we had any contact with Beta, 
the electric aircraft company. There have been some indirect contacts 
through the ACE camp and a few local businesses. 

7. New Business 
It was agreed that the date for our combined meeting with the Transport Advisory 
Committee (TAC) will be Thursday, January 22nd. 

8. Adjourn 
Alasdair Crawford moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Peter MacGillivray seconded the motion. 
All in favor. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm. 
 

 
Submitted: Steve Osterlund 


