TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTBOARD HALL - 96 MAIN STREET — THIRD FLOOR
PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, October 6, 2025

APPROVED MINUTES
A. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Chair, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

Selectboard Members: Chair Kristi Morris, Vice Chair Michael Martin, Michael
Schmitt, Tara Chase, were present in-person. Heather Frahm was absent.

Administration: Town Manager Jeff Mobus was present in-person.

School Board Liaison: Steve Karaffa was not in attendance, due to School Board
commitment.

This public hearing is for the purpose of receiving public input on a proposed
ordinance amendment to Chapter 24 Article Il. The current ordinance section is
titled “Roads Closed to Traffic and Do Not Enter Areas”. The proposal changes
the title to “Roads Closed to Traffic and One Way Streets”. The biggest change
being proposed is to designate a section of Wall Street as One Way. The
Ordinance Committee’s recommendation is included in the packet.

No Board action can be taken during a public hearing. There is an agenda item
should the Board wish to take action on the ordinance proposal.

The following residents in attendance included Dan Keebler, Susan Austin,
Virginia Thulen, Donna Grant. These residents spoke, raising concerns and
guestions about:

« The exclusion of Hartness Avenue Extension from the list of one-way
streets, and whether it should be included.
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« Whether making Wall Street one-way would address sidewalk and safety
issues, with some residents noting that sidewalk repairs are expensive and
ongoing.

« The impact of the one-way change on traffic speed, signage, and the
ability of large vehicles to turn around.

« Safety concerns for residents with driveways on Wall Street, including
visibility and the potential for accidents.

« The need for proper signage and enforcement to ensure compliance with
the new traffic pattern.

« The effect of the change on delivery vehicles, the post office, and
snowplow operations, with suggestions for further consultation with
affected parties.

Board members and committee representatives explained the rationale for the
proposed changes, acknowledged the concerns, and discussed the process for
amending the ordinance. They noted that the ordinance could be appealed
within a time frame by petition.

The Select Board indicated that the feedback would be considered before taking
formal action on the ordinance.

No further discussion. The Public Hearing was closed at 6:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Hunter Van Velsor, Recording Secretary
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